Tai liéu Giai Mat ctia CIA (23/03/1999) cho biét tén 5 vi
twéng QLVNCH cam dau cudc chinh bién 01/11/1963.

L/S Trinh Quéc Thién
trinhquocthien@gmail.com

1) tic gia "Nhirng Bién C6 Mat Lanh Thé - Lanh Hai cda VN tir 939-2002", xuat ban
thang 04/2002. T4ac pham da doat giai Bién Khao 2008 cta H6i Y ST Quéc Té - Viét
Nam Tw Do, trao giai tai TP San José ngay 09 thang 08 nam 2008).

2) T4c gia "Chinh Bién 1-11-1963 va Téng Théng Ngé Dinh Diém", xuat ban thang
03/2009.

3) Cha toa doan & thuyét trinh vién ctia Héi Théao Lich Str & Truyén Théng

"Twéng Niém 40 ndm Tét Mau Than" tai trung tdm Viét Nam - TP Lubbock-Texas,
03/2008.

4) Chu bién nhém "Ljch Str Viét" véi nhiéu bai viét vé lich st VN,
Tai liéu Giai Mat clia CIA (23/03/1999) cho biét:
L/S Trinh Qudc Thién tam dich:
5 vj twéng QLVNCH cAm diu cudc chinh bién 01/11/1963 gém co:

1. Twéng Dworng Van Minh (Minh CO hay Minh L&n) 1a thll lanh clia nhém ddo chanh va c6 vé la ngudi
l&n k& hoach quan sw. Puwoc né trong va ndi tiéng trong tAt cd cac sT quan quan ddi. Pang gilr chirc cb
van quan sy clia Téng Thdng.

2. Twéng L& Vin Kim - thdo ké hoach chinh trj cho cudc ddo chanh. Théng minh nhat va c6 cAm nhan
chinh tri nhay bén nhat trong sb tAt ca cac si quan quan ddi. RAt than can v&i Minh L&n va 1a em ré clia
t&ng DoN. Dang gilr trong trach trong HYi Ddng Lién B clla chwong trinh Ap Chién Luor.

3. Twéng Train Van Dén - lién lac vién clia nhém ddo chanh vé&i Ngwdi MY, cac twdng 1anh khéc va céc
tw 1énh s doan. Pang phuc vu nhw 13 Quy&n Tham Mwu Trwéng clia BO Téng Tham Muwu, mdt chirc vy
quan sw cao cép.

4. Twéng Pham Xuan Chiéu - Nhw twdng Don da noi trwdc day: 1a 1 trong 4 vi twdng cla hdi dbng dao
chanh. Buoc biét 1a 6ng ta than can véi nhidu vi twdng ldnh khac ngoai cac vi & trén. Dang phuc vy nhw
la Thanh Tra clia Ap Chién Lworc.

5. Twéng Tran Thién Khiém - theo béo cdo trwdc ddy clia Minh L& thi 1a mdt thanh vién clia nhém 1én
ké hoach ddo chanh, nhwng bay gi® thi khdng con tich cie vé&i nhém niba nhw theo bao céo clia bng




Do 13 do dang bi nghi ngd b&i Téng Théng. Pang 1a Tham Muwu Trwdng cla BO Tdng Tham Miru (I
nhan vat sb 2 so v&i dng Ban).

6. Twdng DO Cao Tri - 8 rang 1a duwgc chd y dén theo ké hoach clia ng DN nhirng Quén Doan | &
Mi&n Trung Viét Nam, qué xa & cd thé ddng vai trd ngay tlrc thvi.

7. Twdng Nguy@n Khdnh - Tw Lénh Quén Doan Il & Mién Trung Viét Nam, Cac y kién ciing gidng nhu
twéng Tri,

8. Twéng Ton That Dinh - Tw Lénh Quén Poan |1l voi tdng hanh dinh & Sai Gon. B3 bi co 8p héa véi cic
phan tl theo phe ddo chanh.

9. Twéng Huynh Vin Cao - Tw Lénh Quan Doan IV & ddng bang sdng Mé Kéng. Khdng c6 bao céo gi vé
6ng ta ¢, nhung 13 thanh phan trung thanh khéng thé nghi ngd clia 6ng Diém.
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TALKING POINTS

1. Status of coug' planning.

a. Don saw Ambassador Lodge briefly at airport Monday
morning Saigon time. g6 conrirmed bona fides of Conelin.
Dofi—5aid coup grpup not yet reéady. He said coup WSt be
Vietnamese, and lodge said we would not ipkesdewseer thwart.

b. Don saw Conein Monday ewening Saigon time, He said!

(b Lodge would have prens before coup, but possibly only 4 hours

in advance. He saidlnothwmﬁm%f&%}gujs.
(3 Since hwym% 5, there is

reason to believe coup may be scheduled for We nesday night or
Thursday Gorning Saigon time (Wednesday morning or evening our
timé) . Don's request Conein to remain available at home
starting Wednesday evening seems to conrirm this estimate.

¢ den T T

.4} Command post for coup will be Joint General Staff hq.
near airport in Saigon. s

7 Don said he would be in touch with Conein again in 48
hours, o
g

2. Estimate of cgg

a. Position of military leaders -- see attachment.

Fy
b. Position of milita ts -~ see';lrgicture is not very
clear_as thare are many gaps in our information. Lodge explains this
on security grounds. Coup group would appear to at least have pre-
ponderance of forces.

¢. Civilian role -~ see attachment,

d. Lodoe's estimate: coup attempt by _generals is imminent; whedier
it fails or Suggeeﬁ, U.S. will-be-neld.zesponsible; no positive action can
prewent coup other than informing Diem and Nhu. There will be no time

in any case to check with Washington re coup since Don indicates U.S.
may be given only four hours' notice.
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¥ilitary Personalities [ . -« '

1. General Duong Vam (Big") Minh - leader of coup proup and

A
\ ggparently 1ts military planner. Most respected and popular of
I/
{ / all military officers. Now holds nominal post of military
, 2, General Le Van Kim - political planner for the coup.
._i . L ]
/ . Most intelligent and has keenest political sense of all milltary
/ officers, Very close to "Big" Minh and brother-in-law of
/- General Don. Now holds nogiggghgggg‘with Interdepartmental

committee on Strategic Hamlets.

| 3, General Tran Van Don - econtact man for coup group
H S

f ///awfgh Amerd cans, other generals and division commanders. Serves
} ' as Acting Chief of the Jolnt General _gStaff, the top military

; :. pogition,

. 4, General Pham Xuan ggégg -~ earlier saild by-Don to

be one of four generals on coup committee., Known to be rather
close to other generals named.above, NOW serves as an
inspector of strateglc hamlets,

5. General Tran Thien Khiem - earlier reprited by Minh as
T i .-- )
member of coup planning group, but now apparently not active
with group as Don reports he is under suspicion by the President,

Serves as Chief of Staff of the Jolnt General Staff (i.e., No. 2

to Don}.

6.
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6. General Do Cao Tri - evidently made aware of cpup

————

plan by Don, but as ¢G I Corps in Central Viet-Nam, too far

S ————
away to play an immediate role.

7. General Nguyen Khanh - CG II Corps in Central Viet-Nam.

i ———————

Same comments as for Tri.

8. General Ten That Dinh ~ CG III Corps with
ermpm——

e T

Ty
headquarters 1n Salgon. Neutralized by coup sympathlzers

around him,
8. GCeneral Huynh Van Cap - CG
e

No report on him, but undoubtedly remains loyal to Diem.
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